Epidermal growth factor and necrotizing enterocolitis.
As the number of extremely low-birth-weight infants increases,necrotizing enterocolitis remains a critical eminent problem. Supplementation of enteral feeds with biologically active substances normally present in breast milk, such as epidermal growth factor, seems to be a logical and safe way to reduce the incidence of intestinal inflammation and necrotizing enterocolitis. Continuing basic research and clinical studies are essential before epidermal growth factor can be introduced as an efficient therapeutic approach in the treatment of neonatal necrotizing enterocolitis.